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Who am I? 

Paul Caladine - NCER Technical Support 
Director / Kirklees Council



Of the 110 booked on the session:
• You represent 64 Local Authorities out of 154 members 

Who are you? 



Questions as we go:

NCER colleagues will be available to field written questions in 
chat

Periodically we will pause to see if there are questions people 
want to ask. Any written questions left in chat after we finish 
will be picked up later

If you would like leave a question at the end for email 
response, please leave an email address



Remaining webinars – confirmed for 2025/26

All confirmed 
webinars can 
be booked 
HERE

Nexus> Nexus 
Documentation>
General>
Webinars & 
Training 2025/26

All webinars will 
also be recorded 
and released as 
videos

Session When

SEN2 Analysis in Nexus (SEND teams) 17/03/26

Preparing for primary assessment in 2026 (data teams) 24/03/26

Annual members meeting 2026 (all users includes update 

on what is coming)
07/05/26

https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/26100631381021-Webinars-Training-2025-26-Academic-Year


Previous webinars with useful content around 
Virtual Schools

All other 
videos can all 
be accessed 
HERE

Session

Writing your annual report using Nexus (with NAVSH)

KS4 CLA Results Day and Using CLA Current Cohort

Virtual Schools – Data matching and data sources

More on Nexus for CLA & CIN

https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/sections/360006524452-Webinars
https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/27815517730205-Webinar-NCER-NAVSH-Writing-your-annual-report-using-Nexus-4th-June-2025
https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/23484171826205-Webinar-Optional-Collections-in-Nexus-4th-December-2024
https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/16922440381725-Webinar-Virtual-Schools-Data-Matching-and-Data-Sources-21st-Feb-24
https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/16922440381725-Webinar-Virtual-Schools-Data-Matching-and-Data-Sources-21st-Feb-24
https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/16922440381725-Webinar-Virtual-Schools-Data-Matching-and-Data-Sources-21st-Feb-24
https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/9204587836957-Webinar-More-on-Nexus-for-CLA-and-CIN-8th-Feb-2023


Notes and slides:

• These slides are intended to be comprehensive and have 
links to useful help centre articles

• Slides are already available to download from help centre

Nexus Videos > Webinars > Webinar – Nexus Essentials for CLA and 
CIN 2026 Update



Update:

• This webinar is an update of one first run in 2022

• All material has been checked and updated

• Regular Nexus users who are already familiar with the 
system may not find much that is new

• Covering the essentials – not the detail of everything



Before we start…

• POLLS
• What is your objective for today's session?

• Does your LA already use Nexus for CLA analysis?

• Does your LA already use Nexus for CIN analysis?

• Are you already aware of Weekly Attendance for 
CLA in Nexus?



Agenda:
1) Nexus support for LAs, schools and virtual 

schools
2) Data loads, matching and checking completeness
3) Homepage
4) Insight analysis
5) Weekly attendance
6) Nova reports
7) Help 



1 – Nexus support for LAs, schools and virtual 
schools



Nexus support for LAs and Schools

• NCER has a 30-year history supporting LA and schools
• 20 of those years it was overwhelmingly focused on universal education 

and attainment (including context)

• Power of Nexus is the aggregation of all 153 English Local Authorities 
data

• Allows in depth, early analysis months before DfE publishes with 
emerging national comparisons

• Membership of NCER includes a school end product – Perspective Lite –
that is free for LA to roll out



Nexus support for Virtual Schools

• NCER implemented Children Looked After analysis about ten years ago
• Taking all the data already loaded for attainment and adding the 

SSDA903 (CLA) and CIN Census to define those cohorts

• Data can flow across borders where another LA is educating your child 
due to corporate parenting responsibility (CLA only)

• Includes both cohort analysis and educational outcomes analysis based 
on statutory assessments like EYFSP, KS2 and KS4



2 – Data loads, matching and checking 
completeness



Community benefit of loading data

• Nexus relies on Local Authorities loading their own data
• In addition to benefits for that LA itself, doing so also contributes to:

• Completeness of regional, stat neighbour and emerging national 
comparisons

• For Children Looked After data moves across borders to the 
corporate parent LA saving time and money on collecting it and 
ensuring analysis is as complete as possible

• We strongly encourage every LA to load the full suite of data into 
Nexus, even if they don’t plan to use all the facilities



Information is protected by permissions

• Every Nexus account has permissions set up by LA Administrators
• If you can’t see everything in this session, speak with them

• Never share your Nexus account – as people involved with Children 
Looked After, this is particularly sensitive

• If you are responsible for other users of Nexus, ensure that their access 
is shut down if they leave the LA or their permissions are modified if 
they take on another role that does not need what they have



Data required to fully support a virtual school

Remember: School 
census also provides 
attendance and 
exclusions data so all 3 
are needed

And:
You may need to ensure 
that there was support 
for ensuring that UPN for 
the CIN Census and 903 
returns before 
submission to improve 
your matches



Which all gives us…

• Attainment results – most results will come from pupil imports in your 
LA (or others)

• School census & pupil premium – determine which school the child is 
attending plus contextual indicators, attendance and exclusions

• SSDA903 and CIN Census – determines the census day virtual school 
cohorts and allocates the child to your LA (CLA) so that outside LA 
results become available to you

• Because the 903 is point in time (31st March), you also have the ability 
to update the ‘Current CLA Cohort’ at any point



Which all gives us…

• Weekly attendance data – more later but this is the DfE derived weekly 
summary of attendance for all Children in the LA (with data for CLA 
pupils in state funded schools outside the LA coming to you)

• Weekly Social Care Cohort – despite the name, does not need to be 
weekly. Recommend it is updated as it changes. Defines the CLA, CIN, 
CPP cohorts and – for CLA – allows the data to come over the border to 
you



Who does the importing?

• In most cases not the Virtual School

• Attainment results – usually a school data team
• Census & pupil premium - again, usually the school data team

• SSDA903 and CIN Census – possibly the virtual school or a Nexus 
admin, often has to be secured from Social Care

• Current CLA / CIN Cohort – Very likely to be the virtual school (at least 
to prepare it)

• Weekly Social Care Cohort – Nexus admin?



UPNs – A Note

• Nexus needs the UPN (Unique Pupil Number) in the 903 return to be 
correct (where the child is old enough and in a setting)

• It should be accurate regardless, but it is worth the time for education 
colleagues to support social care to ensure this

• You are allowed to use Get Information About Pupils (GIAP) to support 
this for the 903

• Webinar and help advice about doing these checks

https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/16922440381725-Webinar-Virtual-Schools-Data-Matching-and-Data-Sources-21st-Feb-24
https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/16922440381725-Webinar-Virtual-Schools-Data-Matching-and-Data-Sources-21st-Feb-24
https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/360037444072-NCER-CLA-Analysis-Unmatched-Pupils-Primary


Has the data I need been imported?

• You can check what has been imported for your LA and also by other LA 
in which you may have children being educated (CLA only)

• Admin menu > LA Imported Data Details

LA Imported 
Data Details

https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/17222148356125-LA-Imported-Data-Details
https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/17222148356125-LA-Imported-Data-Details


Catching up on prior years

• Nexus includes a lot of trends and multi-year analysis
• If for any reason the 903 or CIN Census has not been loaded in your LA 

in prior years, this can still be done

• Check on LA Imported Data Details if unsure
• Data teams and social care data teams should have access to the old 

census files

• Attainment data will already have been loaded in most cases
• Not going to cover the process of loading data here



3 – Homepage



Homepage

• Can vary according to your permissions in Nexus
• You may go straight to the Nova Reports, Insight or you may go to the 

main Nexus homepage

• In any case, navigation is driven by the black menu bar – always present



4 – Insight analysis



Stat return vs. Current CLA Cohorts

• For Insight (and Nova) the default for CLA and CIN cohorts is the cohort 
at 31st March (statutory return date)

• You can also load a ‘current’ CLA cohort at any point in the year
• This might better reflect the children who actually took assessments in 

May/June or might be the ones you will work with in a new AY. 
Completely in your control

• The CLA 31st March cohort still remains in the system as well as the 
cohort you can load

• For CIN you have no choice – at present – and must keep using the 31st

March cohort



Insight > Headlines > Virtual School / CIN

Insight Headlines provides access 
to Headline information for 
statutory assessments, we can set 
the scope to Virtual School or CIN 
cohort

We can also set the comparators 
as below 

LINK

https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/5522394252189-Insight-CLA-Introduction-and-Overview


Insight > Headlines > Virtual School / CIN

Selecting a specific indicator –
such as EYFSP Good Level of 
Development, we get narrative 
and visualised summary data vs 
the selected comparator



Insight > Intelligence > Virtual School (or CIN)
Intelligence provides quick access to standard 
measures, assessed using mathematical significance 
for strengths and challengers on Gap to National and 
YoY trend basis



Insight > Cohort > CLA / CIN

Cohort analysis allows you to view the selected cohort with Insight narratives and 
visualisations. This includes numerous refinements of CIN groups, characteristics and 
the desired comparator



Insight > Cohort > CLA / CIN

You can also drill through to pupil level (not shown here for obvious 
reasons) through any LA value that is underlined. For example, as 
highlighted above



5 – Weekly attendance (NEW in 2025)

LINK

https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/sections/29862992245917-Weekly-Attendance


Insight > Attendance > Weekly Summary

• Covers all your LA, it’s schools and also the Virtual School with 
comparisons to LA, Region, Stat Neighbour, National and CLA

• Derived from DfE collection from state funded school MIS
• Depends on three things:

1. Your LA loading Weekly Attendance data from your state funded 
schools

2. Loading in the Weekly Social Care Cohort (that’s the name, it 
needn’t be loaded weekly if there is no change)

3. LA’s where you educate your children loading their Weekly 
Attendance data

• Started with just CLA, but shortly to be amended for CIN and CPP



Insight > Attendance > Weekly Summary

• If you are doing all those things then you can benefit from this analysis
• Despite the DfE collection being twice daily, LA are provided with a 

weekly summary on Monday relating to the prior week
• 2 minutes per week to load the attendance summary file

• For Virtual Schools this offers the additional benefit of the data from 
schools outside the LA flowing to you without needing to pay/resource 
someone else to do it

• Does not include Independent schools and settings



Insight > Attendance > Weekly Summary

• Lots of filters that you can apply to the pupils covered within the Virtual 
School



Insight > Attendance > Weekly Summary

* Screens above are not for a Virtual School but would be the same

Covers Overall Absence, Overall 
Attendance, Authorised Absence 
and Unauthorised Absence with 
drill through to pupil level details 
that can be exported



6 – Nova reports

LINK

https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/360028961571-CLA-Nova-Reporting


Nova Reports
• Older style, table of data reports covering 

statutory assessments

• Permissions are assigned by report type, 

All pupils, CLA and CIN

• Within all reports, ability filter by unlimited 

number of contextual factors from school 

census, CIN census and SSDA903



Nova Reports
• Pupil level reports available as well as Virtual School level with 

comparisons to national CLA, regional, Stat neighbour, LA etc



Nova Reports

• CLA and CIN 

reports include 

filters and 

comparisons 

specific to that 

group



Nova Reports

• Aggregations (by 

any filterable 

option) bring 

more power to 

these reports



7 – Help



Help

• Access to a secure help request logging / message tool monitored 

by Angel Solutions

• Help Guides – written and video based

• Videos and materials from previous webinars





Feedback to NCER

• Use Feedback@ncer.org to send feedback to NCER

• Use relevant Forum for development requests – each request  a separate topic

• Contact NCER Training and Support Director paul.caladine@kirklees.gov.uk

with any queries around support with NCER Nexus

• Use Helpdesk Form in Nexus for technical support or email 

nexussupport@angelsolutions.co.uk

• NCER Communications and Marketing Director donna.ross@eastsussex.gov.uk

mailto:Feedback@ncer.org
mailto:paul.caladine@kirklees.gov.uk
mailto:nexussupport@angelsolutions.co.uk
mailto:donna.ross@eastsussex.gov.uk


Thank you for your time and participation

Today's slides are already on the Nexus Help Centre 
Nexus Videos > Webinars > Webinar – Nexus Essentials 

for CLA and CIN 2026 Update
Any remaining / useful Q&A from chat will be 

uploaded as soon as possible to the same page

The video will follow within 7 days
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