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The Bill sets out specific additions to the Virtual 

School Head duty:

• Strategic Oversight for Children with a Social Worker

• Support for Children in Kinship Care

• Information Sharing and Data Analysis

• Advisory Role



Strategic Oversight for Children with a Social Worker:

VSHs will have a statutory duty to promote the educational 

achievement of children who are subject to a child in 

need or child protection plan. 

This includes:

• Enhancing partnerships between education settings and 

local authorities.

• Identifying and addressing barriers to poor educational 

outcomes.

• Providing advice and support to key professionals such as 

social workers, designated safeguarding leads (DSLs), 

designated teachers, and school leaders to help children 

make progress.



Support for Children in Kinship Care: 

The Bill extends the VSH role to include children living in 

kinship care arrangements, specifically those under 

special guardianship orders and child arrangement orders. 

VSHs are expected to:

• Provide advice and information to kinship carers on 

educational matters.

• Support schools in understanding and addressing the needs 

of children in kinship care. 



Information Sharing and Data Analysis: 

VSHs will be responsible for:

• Accessing and analysing data on attendance, attainment, 

exclusions, and safeguarding to identify needs and inform 

interventions.

• Working with schools to ensure accurate identification of 

children in need and effective information sharing. 



Advisory Role: 

While VSHs are not expected to work directly with 

individual children and families, they will:

• Offer advice and information to professionals 

supporting children with a social worker.

• Promote evidence-based interventions and 

practices that support children's engagement in 

education.



What data is available for this new cohort?



Early findings in relation to the 

expansion of duty

 Children on CIN plans are responding positively to the VSH 

extension of duty 

 Data shows that this impact is more pronounced the 

longer a child is on a plan.

 So far an impact on the attendance of Children on Child 

Protection Plans is not evidenced in the data.



Features 
currently on 
NEXUS that 

support our work





Future Developments

Potential for linking to live attendance data

Reducing the need for expensive third-party attendance 
collection services

More immediate impact on key groups (CP)
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