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Webinar date – 12th February 2025
Screenshots in this session and links to materials may become outdated over time. 

Local Authorities are advised to always check DfE guidance for themselves and should 
not rely solely on information provided in this session (which is always subject to change 
by the DfE)



New vs old developments

Every year, Nexus receives numerous updates including 
new functionality but most of what follows is around 
functionality that a lot of people have forgotten or never 
knew about but can still be useful

If nothing else, they expand your options in using Nexus 
and the data it provides



Webinar 
arrangements

• Please remain muted unless you have something to 
say

• Because this is recording for later viewing, I prefer to 
keep going through the content where possible as we 
have limited time per item (less than 4 mins!)

• NCER colleagues are available to answer questions in 
chat as we go

• Slides are intended to be session notes and will be 
shared shortly after the event (as will a video)



Webinar 
arrangements

• If there are more questions than we can answer, please 
leave any further in chat at the end, and we will respond in 
writing via the help center article that will hold the video

• Links to documentation are included on each slide (where 
needed) The link is behind the          icon

• Some of these will also be available in Perspective and could 
be useful to your schools



What we will 
cover 1

• Mailing list subscriptions – stay informed

• Reset your Two Factor Authenticator

• LA Imported Data Details – how much and where

• Watchsted Search

• Using Perspective News

• Keeping an eye on School Alerts (inc. parent view)

• Schools > Perspective to check if your schools are 
using PL

• Current CLA Cohort functionality – for Virtual Schools



What we will 
cover 2

• Extra pupil fields in Nova reports

• Exporting NPD data from Nova to work with

• Labelling Nova report footers

• Using underlined Insight values to access lists

• Insight’s mobility grid

• Insight Tables

• Standard and dynamic school groups

• LA Category, RAGS and TAGS



Mailing lists – making 
sure you and your 
colleagues are in the know
Use the ‘Head’ icon (top right) to select My Account

Ensure everything you need is ticked from the subscriptions 
list

Let colleagues know to do the same in terms of their 
interests



Reset 2FA – for when you 
have a new phone or 
other problems
Use the ‘Head’ icon (top right) to select My Account

Whenever you have to set up 2FA again you may need to 
reset this

No longer need to ask service desk to help

A black and 
white circle with 
a letter i in it

Description 
automatically 

https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/360050987152-Two-Factor-Authentication-for-Nexus


LA Import Details
View which LA have loaded data, which data and 
how much of it (as well as centrally loaded data) 
Go through the Admin menu

Supports understanding whether regional, stat 
neighbour and national comparisons are (close to) 
complete

Particularly useful for Virtual Schools educating 
pupils outside your LA (but probably a lot in 
neighbouring ones)

A black and 
white circle with 
a letter i in it

Description 
automatically 

https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/17222148356125-LA-Imported-Data-Details


Watchsted 
Search 
Good for school improvement 
teams and for your schools

Enter a search term, pick where 
you want to search, for which 
schools and outcome for those 
schools

Replaces a lot of trawling, looking 
for specific references but looking 
in each individual report



Perspective News
The LA can share news and updates with schools 
using Perspective (Lite) via ‘Manage Perspective 
News’

You can create news items, format and select 
specific audiences based on your set up

Documents and items can also be attached

You can then view a summary of how many 
schools it went to and how many have viewed it



Alerts – Parent View
The Alerts area will show you of changes affecting your schools of various 
types – all of which can be useful

One of interest to School Improvement may be where Ofsted Parent View is 
being submitted outside of an actual inspection

Some LA have seen cases where parents are using Parent View as a 
mechanism to try and trigger an Ofsted inspection



Schools - 
Perspective
You can see how much each of your 
schools is using Perspective Lite from 
the Perspective tab in the Schools 
area of Nexus (after selecting the 
school)

You would expect more usage in 
summer term (for primary schools) 
but this tells you something about 
how engaged the school is with 
Perspective and how they’re using it 
(or not)

You can also send a log-in reminder if 
they’ve not logged in at all.



Current CLA Cohort
Virtual Schools make good use of Nexus and data from the SSDA903 statutory 
return on Children Looked After is used to populate it

The 903 return is position at 31st March, which is limiting when considering 
children who actually undertake assessment

Virtual Schools can additionally load in a ‘Current CLA Cohort’ into Nexus to 
analyse results and data for that group - for example the Children Looked 
After during assessments in May/June (which may be different)
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https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/17222148356125-LA-Imported-Data-Details
https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/360051337671-Updating-and-maintaining-the-current-CLA-cohort


Extra Pupil Fields (Nova)
Very old functionality in Nexus to load additional fields about pupils 
into Nexus to include in analysis

These are included in Nova reporting as options that can be selected

Some nuances around how you configure and use these to best 
effect and needs to be loaded separately for each year and key stage 
that needs them

Grants a lot of flexibility

For example, if a group of pupils has been involved in a project to 
improve reading (and perhaps another group was the control) you 
could load that status in and possibly do the same over multiple 
years
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https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/360028293312-Importing-extra-pupil-fields-optional


Exporting NPD Data
National pupil database (NPD) data is provided to NCER by DfE and 
represents the complete official datasets for each assessment and 
for a number of other statutory returns

Though these are often quite late in the reporting cycle, you can 
extract the data for your LA and manipulate and report on it

This is done through the Nova menu > Export Data

Select the Year, Key Stage and export

The download will be in an encrypted zipfile and a password will be 
provided to you as part of the process. You must agree to the T&C to 
be able to download



Labelling Nova 
Reports
Nova reports contain a footer message by default, but 
you can substitute this for one of your choosing

Nova > Admin > Preferences

You can set a message for each of the different Key 
Stages which applies to all reports available

This shows on both internal Nova reports in Nexus and 
also in Perspective Lite (self-service and Batch 
Reporting)



Accessing school / pupil 
lists in Insight Cohorts

Much of Insight is great tool for high level analysis, but you can 
access lists of the schools and pupils at a lower level by clicking 
underlined data

Wherever you see an underlined numerical/percentage value 
in Insight Cohorts, you can click it (and there are LOTS)

When you’re at LA level, it will display a list of schools

When you’re at school level, it will display a list of pupils

You can export either to CSV format

This is good to ensure your schools and Virtual School are 
aware of in terms of training them to use Perspective Lite



Usefulness of the mobility grid is highly contextual at 
the LA level and for schools

Some where pupils join in reception and stay all the 
way through won’t get much value, but for those 
where children join and leave with regularlty it’s a good 
tool for LA officer awareness and for schools to 
demonstrate how their context is affected by that 
mobility

Recommended for School Improvement officers who 
are new to the school/area and for school’s to be made 
aware it is available

Insight Mobility grid



Want to pull off a set of results across multiple assessments, with absence or exclusions for different pupil groups and with 
lots of different measures available? Insight Tables can do that for you, all in one place in seconds. No need to match up 
results by VLOOKUP etc. And you can save the queries to re-use… Too big to walk through in the time we have. See here. 

Insight Tables
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https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/360043156432-Insight-Tables-AKA-Dynamic-Tables


I’ve mentioned before about School Groups in Nexus. You can create an unlimited number of groups for 
any reason that you would want to bring more than one school together in reporting or simply to have a 
record of their links.

Standard groups are static – they only change if you add or remove a school to/from a standard group. 
For example, the schools in a ward or locality will rarely change when set up

Dynamic groups are… dynamic. They change in response to changes in the school records. For example, 
you could have a group for New Headteachers and manage that status through the RAG/TAG facility we 
will look at in a moment

Functionality really overlaps, of course you COULD manage new heads as a standard group. You COULD 
record locality via a Dynamic Group. It really depends on how often you expect things to change and who 
will be making those changes

It helps to think about whether you want a group to change as an admin task or whether it should 
respond to officer input… And if it’s the latter then an important part of the system is…

School Groups – Standard and Dynamic
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https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/4412968723857-School-groups-for-reporting-and-analysis


School Improvement teams keep all sorts of 
spreadsheets (or one massive one!) about 
the schools in their area.

Nexus can do some of the work of those 
spreadsheets, accessible to authorised users 
and usable for reporting purposes via the 
school groups (standard and dynamic)

RAGS, TAGS, Categories and Grades are all 
usable with groups to define dynamic groups

Set up through the Admin menu, once in 
place they can be updated on school records 
by authorised users who have permission to 
access those schools via the Groups tab

They can tick/pick as many options as apply

RAGS, TAGS and LA Categories/Grades



Thank you for your time and participation

Today's slides are already on the Nexus Help Centre 
https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-

gb/articles/24731006665245-Webinar-Exploring-the-
functionality-of-Nexus-12th-February-2025

Any remaining / useful Q&A from chat will be 
uploaded as soon as possible to the same page

The video of this session will follow within 7 days

https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/24731006665245-Webinar-Exploring-the-functionality-of-Nexus-12th-February-2025
https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/24731006665245-Webinar-Exploring-the-functionality-of-Nexus-12th-February-2025
https://ncer.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/24731006665245-Webinar-Exploring-the-functionality-of-Nexus-12th-February-2025
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